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ST ANDREW’S HOSTEL SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Letter of Request from Hon Peter Blaxell — Motion 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [8.07 pm] — without notice: I 

move — 

(1) That, noting the order of the Council on 8 March 2012 in relation to tabled paper 4156 and the 

subsequent correspondence received by the President from the special inquirer appointed to 

undertake the St Andrew’s Hostel special inquiry dated 22 March 2012, the Council now 

authorises the special inquirer or a person or persons nominated by the special inquirer, to — 

(a) view a copy of the submissions and transcripts, requested by the special inquirer in 

attachment 1 of his correspondence to the President dated 22 March 2012, in the 

office of the Clerk of the Legislative Council at mutually convenient times to be 

arranged by the Clerk; and 

(b) take notes regarding the contents of the submissions and transcripts under (a), but not 

remove these documents from the office of the Clerk or take copies thereof. 

(2) That the special inquirer shall deal with the submissions and transcripts provided under 

paragraph (1)(a) in the following manner — 

(a) he shall not act in breach of the Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891; and 

(b) any question arising under this paragraph in the course of the special inquirer’s 

inquiry shall be submitted to, and determined by, the President. 

Very briefly, members will be aware that a similar motion was passed a little while ago when the special inquirer 

sought access to information relating to an inquiry held by the then Standing Committee on Government 

Agencies into the Country High School Hostels Authority. The house agreed to make that information available 

under the same conditions that I have just read out that will apply to the next set of information. The inquirer has 

in fact accessed the information that was requested by him in his original letter to the President. As a result of 

that interaction between the inquirer and the Clerk, it has been suggested that there may well be some other 

material which was not requested in the original letter but which may be helpful to the inquirer. The Clerk has 

identified some of that material, and that is now contained in the letter sent to the house by the inquirer, which 

would fundamentally enable him to have access to other material that is held by the Clerk. That material, of 

course, was generated by the Standing Committee on Government Agencies during its inquiry. Because the 

committee does not exist any longer, there is no way in which we can make that information available other than 

through a resolution of the house. I have moved the motion in response to the most recent letter from the inquirer 

to the President and request the house to support that, so that we can provide further information to the inquirer 

that may assist him in his inquiries into the Katanning hostel. I recommend the motion to the house. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [8.11 pm]: The opposition will 

support this motion, as we indeed supported the first motion that was put before the house in relation to the 

earlier material that was made available to the inquiry. As the Leader of the House has set out, the Clerk has 

identified that other material may be of some benefit to the inquiry, and the inquiry understands the limitations 

on what it can do with that information. Therefore, it is appropriate that the house, in all the circumstances that 

have got us to this point, endorse the release of the material for the inquiry to use. 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [8.12 pm]: On behalf of the Greens, I rise to also support the 

motion. We believe this is a very important inquiry, and it is good that we have been able to cooperate in this 

way. 

HON PHILIP GARDINER (Agricultural) [8.12 pm]: On behalf of the Nationals, I indicate that we will 

support the motion. We recognise the significance of the inquiry and the requirement to give all the facts for the 

benefit of those making judgements about this issue. 

Question put and passed. 

 


